'28l>          KNGMSH   VOYAGES   TO   TTIK   CARIBBEAN
Prise HUM'S laktM.1 with this vrssrl informed (horn of four ships loading
here lor Spain and they immediately steered for this port. They did
not find (he ships here beeause 1 had compelled them to get out two
days before, that is, on May &\. They did not see them when they
passed on a course for this port, beeause ours were anchored close
inshore (as they are accustomed to lie every night).
As I have said, the enemy entered this port on May 25, flying
Your Majesty's colours. They made the signals which are usually
given by vessels entering in peace. All this was done in order to take
us oil'our guard. Beeause this is a season when ships do not usually
come hither I suspected immediately that this might be a ruse and
warned the people (p. a) to remove their most valuable belongings
to the bush, J brought ashore a Jot of plate which was on board a
frigate. By the time I got it to land the enemy had set ashore 200
muskets and pikes. Therefore with the plate I went into the bush
along with the inhabitants of this city, some fourteen in number.
This course was advisable because this port is an unprotected beach
more than two leagues in extent and men can be landed anywhere
without our being able to offer any defence.
The enemy followed us half a league through the bush and so got a
lot of stuff although not of much value. They looted the hospital's
church, maltreated the images and carried off the bells. From Your
Majesty's custom house they carried off the quicksilver which was
there. The governor tells me it was some Go hundredweight. Your
Majesty's officials had not yet sent it up, I am told by Governor
Sanchez de Carranza,1 who forthwith came to this port with relief.
Because the enemy had already gone his coming was useless and must
be paid for by persons who have been negligent.
From me they took 4000 ducats, not in money but in merchandise.
Because I was rendering good service in saving the plate which had
been embarked, I did not look to my own interest.
The enemy left on May 27 to overtake the ships. God granted that
two should leave Truxillo for Havana a day before they arrived. Its
1'.. , Twice has this unhappy city (Puerto de Caballos) been visited by enemies.
The first time they took certain loose ships which had come in from Cartagena and
Havana. Although they attacked the city of Trujillo twice the people there
defended themselves valiantly so that these attacks failed. Enraged thereat, the
enemy came to Puerto de Gaballos where there were fourteen men, eight of them
mulattoes and the rest invalid. Although I came down to the relief with all the
people of the province, because this was a journey of 40 or 50 leagues from the
interior, I did not arrive in time and they had opportunity to loot the town . .."
The Comendador Carranza to Don Francisco Goloma, Puerto de Caballos, April
25,1594, in A. del., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127, dulpicated in 63-6-10, Guatemala